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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1. 17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. 
Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 

1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality 
of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. 
Applicant's submission filed on July 7, 2006 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of35U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and 
process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any 
person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to 
make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of 
carrying out his invention. 

3. Claims 18, 32 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claims contains 
subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor, at the 
time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 

Claims 18 and 32 recite signaling the computing device according to a 
protocol based on a Bell 202 modem signaling protocol. However, the claims 
from which claims 18 and 32 depend recite signaling by providing a 
recognizable dial tone in response to the computing device periodically and 
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automatically causing the communications line to be off-hook (claims 16 and 
30). The specification does not provide for signaling a computer device using 
both methods to notify the computer device of an incoming message. On page 
12, lines 13-30 describe dispensing with the on-hook signaling protocol when 
notification takes place by a recognizable dial tone. Therefore, notification 
takes place using either an on-hook signaling protocol or the recognizable dial 
tone, not both. . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 16, 20, 22-27, 29-30, 34, 36-41, 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Bossemeyer, Jr. et al. (US 6,490,444, 
hereinafter "Bossemeyer") in view of Henderson (US 6,724,867). 

Regarding claims 16, 20, 22-27, 29-30, 34, 36-41, 43, Bossemeyer 
discloses a system for notifying a computing device (subscriber terminal 60 can 
be a personal computer; col. 5, line 66 - col. 6, line 4) of an incoming message 
(data message), the system comprising: 

a computing device (subscriber terminal 60 can be a personal computer; 
col. 5, line 66 - col. 6, line 4); 
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a message server (data message platform 40 coupled to a data network 
200; Fig. 2; Fig. 3, step 100) for receiving the incoming message (data message 
is received at the data message platform; Fig. 6, step 100); 

a public communications system (telecommunications network 60 
coupled to data message platform 40), the message server for securely 
communicating to the communications system that the incoming message 
awaits retrieval by the computing device (message waiting signal is transmitted 
to the telecommunications network; Fig. 6, step 104); and 

a communications line (telephone line connecting telecommunications 
network node 250 with subscriber terminal 80), the communications system 
for signaling the computing device over the communications line that the 
incoming message awaits retrieval by such computing device (message waiting 
indication is transmitted to the subscriber terminal; Fig. 6, step 108), 

wherein the incoming message includes a destination address 
(subscriber's email address; col. 3, lines 60-61), and wherein the 
communications line is identified by an identifier (telephone number of the 
subscriber; col. 3, lines 59-60), the system further comprising a database 
(subscriber database 230 is indexed by message address so that the 
subscriber's telephone number is retrieved so that a message waiting 
indication can be transmitted to the subscriber via the telephone line; col. 4, 
lines 17-46). 
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Bossemeyer differs from the claims in that although it teaches the use of 
a stutter-dial-tone for indicating a waiting email message. (col. 3, lines 17-25), it 
does not specify the computer periodically and automatically causing the 
communications line to be off-hook and, in response to the recognizable dial 
tone, automatically querying the message server for the incoming message. 
However, Henderson teaches the well known use of a CPE device (which can be 
a computer; col. 4, line 56) which periodically and automatically causes the 
telephone line to be off-hook (step 204 in Figure 2) and, in response to a stutter 
dial tone (step 206), automatically establishes communication (step 207) with 
the message center to retrieve the waiting message (col. 7, lines 8-42), the 
message can be an email message (col. 7, lines 46-47). It would have been 
obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill at the time of invention to incorporate 
such periodic and automatic checking for a stutter dial tone, as taught by 
Henderson, within the system of Bossemeyer in order to automate the message 
checking step when a stutter dial tone indication is used. 

Regarding claims 20, 23, 25, 26, 27, 34, 37, 39, 40, 41, in Bossemeyer, 
the communication system involves a telecommunications network 60 with a 
telephone line to subscriber terminal 80 (see Figure 2), the line identifier is a 
telephone number associated with the email address (see Fig. 6, step 140) and 
a message is transmitted to the telephone line indicating that a message is 
waiting for that particular subscriber (col. 4, lines 25-38). 
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Regarding claims 22, 36, data message platform 40 can be coupled to the 
telecommunications network 60 via a service control point (col. 2, lines 42-53). 

Regarding claims 24, 29, 38, 43, in Bossemeyer, data message platform 
40 is an email server connected to data network 200 (col. 2, lines 65-66). 

6. Claims 21 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the combination of Bossemeyer and Henderson, as applied 
to claims 16 and 30 above, and further in view of Cook (US 6,732,101). 

The combination of Bossemeyer and Henderson differs from claims 2 1 
and 35 in that it does not specify communicating in an encrypted manner. 
However, Cook teaches the desirability of communicating email messages using 
encryption (Abstract) in order to prevent unauthorized eavesdropping (col. 1, 
lines 18-38; col. 2, lines 39-55). It would have been obvious to an artisan of 
ordinary skill to incorporate such use of encryption, as taught by Cook, within 
the combination of Bossemeyer and Henderson in order to provide secure email 
services. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 16, 18, 20-27, 29-30, 32, 
34-41, 43 have been considered but are moot in view of the new grounds of 
rejection. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Stella L. Woo whose telephone number 
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is (571) 272-7512. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on (571) 272-7499. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Stella L. Woo 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2614 



